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On civil and political rights (5 minutes)

1.  I wish to assure you that Thailand remains fully committed to democracy and human rights.  A national referendum on the draft Constitution is scheduled to be held on 7August this year.   Volunteers will be sent door to door to disseminate the draft Constitution to the public to enhance the public's understanding of the content of the draft Constitution. Decision is of course entirely up to each Thai citizen and that is why authorities have prohibited falsifying the content or influencing decision against or for the Draft Constitution one way or another.   After the Constitution is adopted, relevant organic laws will be consequently passed to pave way for general elections in 2017.  Meanwhile, the Government will continue to see through reforms in various critical areas, especially focusing on enhancing good governance, anti-corruption, and promoting transparency.

2.  My delegation has also listened very attentively to the concerns expressed on the current challenges regarding the exercise of freedom of expression and the right to assembly.  The Government has full respect for these rights but given the political conflicts which the country has experienced over the past few years, some limitations are unavoidably needed. Such limitations are only in place to prevent further social divisiveness and political conflicts. We cannot allow people to incite hatred against one another, simply because they may hold different political opinions.  The Government has no intention to impose restrictions to ordinary citizens who have well intention.  Restrictions are meant for those who intend to stir up violence and divisiveness.  Admittedly, exercising restrictions is a challenge in itself as authorities may have to take actions to prevent activities deemed to be of a political nature and that may unintentionally affect freedom of expression, especially academic freedom. 
A right balance will need to be made. On the right to assembly, the Public Assembly Act introduced in 2015 aims to lay down the principles for public assembly in the country to ensure public order and well-being of the people, while respecting people’s right to freedom of assembly. The law lays down relevant rules to conduct public gathering and introduces the system of prior notification, which aims at protecting important government and public premises and maintaining security of the people participating in the gathering as well as those in the surroundings.

3. On Section 44 of the Interim Constitution, the power authorized under Section 44 is not new in the history of Thai politics. During the past 50 years, article similar to Section 44 has appeared in other Interim Constitutions. Section 44 is invoked only under specific circumstances and has been used in a limited manner. Since its entry into force, the NCPO has exercised its power under this Section to maintain public order and to enhance bureaucratic efficiency where ordinary laws and regulations do not exist, such as in anti-human trafficking efforts, anti-drug policy, and civil aviation issues. 

4.  On the Order No. 13/2559 of the National Council for Peace and Order, effective since 29 March 2016, I would like to ensure that the purpose of this order is to enable military officers to render their assistance to the police to suppress organized crime such as extortion, human trafficking, child and labour abuse, gambling, prostitution, etc.   It does not aim to intimidate dissenting voices.  Defendants in such cases will go through normal judicial process, with police as the main investigator.  Their trial will be conducted in civilian courts.  This order does not deprive the right of defendants to file complaints against military officers in case of abuse of power. The order is in line with the government's overall policy to crack down on any influential figures involved in organized crimes.

5. On lese majeste law
First it is important to understand that the Thai Monarchy has always been the main pillar of the Thai society. The law gives protection to the rights or reputation of the King, the Queen and the Heir apparent or the Regent in a similar way libel law does for commoners. As with other criminal offences, proceedings on the lese majeste cases are conducted with careful consideration and in accordance with due legal process. Any person acquitted are entitled to the same rights as those acquitted for other criminal offenses, including the right to file an appeal and the right to seek a royal pardon.
With regard to the concern expressed on the Computer Crime Act, I wish to inform the meeting that the Act is under amendment to make clearer definitions in each section to prevent misinterpretation of the law. The draft amendment has passed the first reading of the National Legislative Assembly and will need two further readings. The passing of the law will need to wait for the establishment of a new ministry which will be responsible for digital economy as the law will also be applied to online economic crime.

6.  Asylum seekers
Please refer to paragraph 108  - 115 of our report.
Though Thailand is not party to the 1951 Convention, we have upheld our humanitarian tradition and provided shelter for millions of displaced persons and refugees in the past. Currently Thailand is hosting over 100,000 displaced persons from Myanmar and continue to host irregular migrants and asylum seekers from countries near and far. Concerns have been expressed on the need to identify those with genuine protection needs. I have the honor to inform the meeting that we have started our internal process to study on the possibility of setting up a screening mechanism to distinguish those with genuine protection needs from economic migrants. We have also worked with country of origin to address the roots causes, for example through providing socio-economic development. We also work with international organizations and country of origin on assisted and voluntary return.
* * * * *
